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ON THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. 

“ Tuou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the 
Lord will not hold him gvildless who takes His name in vain.” This is the 
third of the ten commandments delivered by God frem Sinai; and although 
it does not admit, as do the first and second, of any very extensive applica- 
tion, still it is important, and the observance of it essentially necessary. 
There are many who violate this precept every hour of their lives; some do 
so voluntarily, and wickedly—others involuntarily, and rather from habit 
than predetermination, and although both are highly culpable —still the 
former come more immediately under the meaning of the transgressors of 
this command, These persons, for the most part people of little knowledge, 
having, either from evil associations or naturally bad propensities, acquired a 
habit of swearing and blaspheming on the most trifling circumstances, 
scarcely open their lips without an oath—they utter the most horrid impreca. 
and couple the name of their Creator (who is all purity) with their vile and 
disgusting ribaldry without a blush, without a sigh—nay, worse, there are 
wretches to be found so base, so lost to all religion, as to call the truth of 
their Almighty Father to be a pledge for their falsehood ; but they reflect 
not on the consequences of such conduct-—they forget that God has Himself 
said “* I will not fail to punish those who vainly make use of my name”. 
How much more then do they merit condemnatien: who not only do this but 
also desecrate it by profane accompaniments and false asseverations. Would 
they but pause «re they give utterance to their denunciations how much 
guilt would be spared them; but they see that the vengeance of their 
offended God often slumbers—the bolt does not fall—the punishment does 
not always immediately succeed the crime—and they fancy that He hears 
them not. Falsehood frequently leads to an infringement of this command- 
ment, in this way a person diverges from the path of truth, at first only slightly, 
for the timid conscience, like a young fawn, takes alarm at the gentlest 
breath upon it; but this scrupulousness soon wears off, and as the constant 
flowing of the waves ever causes an accumulation of sand on the sea shore, 
su the continued utterance of falsehood soon increases the moun. that self- 
love has raised to hem in the conscience, till at last no deceit can be too 
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great, no lie too flagrant; of course, other evil ideas crowd on the mind and 
in the end perjury is added to crown the work (whose foundation is in false- 
hood) with the profanation of Heaven. Thus it is that the smallest deviation 
from duty but too often terminates in crime, There are, on the other hand 
(as we said before) some who break this commandment rather from habit 
than wilfully ; and they are such as from a custom of allowing their words to 
flow without previously weighing them, and of permitting their passions to 
sway their reason, break into the exclamatioa oh, God! scarcely knowing 
that they do so. Now, although in the eyes of a merciful Creator this offence 
committed unintentionally may, perhaps, be considered a light one, still it 
is only His kindness which makes it so, for it is, in reality, a very heinous 


one—not so much from the intention with which it was committed as from 


the consequences to which it might lead. Lvery person ought, therefore, to 
be particularly cautious in hew he utters the name of God; there are only 
two cases in which such a proceeding can be. justifiable— in prayer, or in 
a court of justice—and, even in this latter, some have objected to it as in- 


compatible with their observance of this commandment, 


In a more exteuded view of this precept it may not, perhaps, be out of 
character to look on oaths of any description whatever, and swearing, as being 
infringements of this cominand—for if the name of God is not positively men- 


tioned, still it is sometimes so by implication, and the result is, therefore, 


nearly the same. Independently of this, however, there are other objections 


against swearing which shou‘d not be overlooked ; it is generally resorted to 
by the ignorant for want of good sense; by the indolent from a want of some- 
thing better to do; by the coward to conceal his fear; by the braggart to 
impress his boast ; and by the liar to give his words the semblance of truth— 


it is avoided by the man of morality and knowledge as being totally un- 


necessary, improper and beneath him—and above all because it may lead to 


something worse. And thus it is that the good man is ever watchful of the 


first advances of vice—even in its most generally adopted form, he kaows 
that if the serpent once forces in his head there is a length of body behind 
that will inevita‘ly follow, and he is, therefore, careful how he admits the 
head, nay, more, aware of the fascination that sometimes impels those who 
behold its bright eyes to fall between its poisonous fangs, he sedulously 


avoids even looking at the monster, from a fear that once within the circle 


of its baneful influence retreat may be impossible. Let those, therefore, who 
would properly observe this commandment refrain from oaths of all descrip- 


tions—they never stamp an assertion with truth, because the man who 
would not speak truly without an adjuration would swear to a lie—they are 
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beneath the character of a moral man; and, lastly, they may lead to a 
violation of one of the most sacred of duties which man is called upon 
to perform. | 


Exposition of the portion \34D3. Numbers chap. 1, v. 1, 


The principal portion of this section of the law is devoted to the number- 
ing of the children of Israel; although this circumstance itself contains 
nothing whence to draw a moral, still when we reflect on the numbers of 
our ancestors our minds insensibly wander to our own, and this naturally 
leads us into a train of thought on the various misfortunes that have been 
heaped on us from the time when we had our own land and our own govern- 
ment till the present period when we have neitler, but are wanderers and 
sojourners over the face of the earth, only associated with those among whom 
we dwell by adventitious ties and conventional bonds; when we are tolerated 
rather than beloved, suffered rather than welcomed. In pursuing this re- 
flection we cannot fail to be more deeply convinced, at the review of each 
succeeding event, of the extraordinary mercy displayed towards us by God. 
Destroyed by the Babylonian, led into captivity and chains, our race sur- 
vived the tyrant’s wrath to become the intended victims of the Amalekite ; 
rescued from th’s dang>r, afier a series of internal conflicts and civil dissen- 
tions, they again feli by thousands before the Syrians and Romans, by 
which latter people they were at length finally dispersed—but not till the 
same ruthless hand which laid their temple in ruins, and made their city the 
dwelling of wild beasts had glutted itself with the blood of the bravest and 
best of their soldiers. Banished from the land in which, if they had no 
other blessing, they at least found a home and a common bond of interest, 
they were driven among strangers and fves to their faith, they went into the 
far east and there either peris..ed by assassination or natural causes, or became 
partially amalgamated with the nations in which their colonies were planted, 
ingrafiting a part of their religion on the barbarous customs of their new 
friends, and forming some of those strange compounds of Judaism and ido- 
latry even now so common in Asia. Some penetrated into Afiica and were 
wholly lust, no trace nor tidings of them being known. But the greater ; or- 
tion sought shelter in Europe, and here, though exposed to the hatrec of all 
religious sects, from their faithful adherence to the tenets of their own creed, 
even here in the very hot bed of persecution, although groaning beneath the 
united cruelty of Mohammedans, Catholics and Protestants—although 
branded everywhere with the names of renegade, Jew, and unbeliever, with 
a mark set upon them to distinguish them from their oppressors—even here 
they flourished ; thousands fell victims to avaricc or bigotry, but some still 
remained, and these prospered: their numbers increased like the fabled 
hydra, no sooner was one head cut off than two replaced it ; till at last, either 
wearied by their own fruitless endeavours, or softened by civilization, their 
persecutors staid from their work of death, and we, the descendants of the 
«“ doomed race” still exist, a lasting monument of the impotence of man's 


endeavours as opposed to heaven’s decrees. 
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The only command contained in this section is that which relates to the 
redemption of the first-born among males, by five shekels; this is a custom 
still observed, nor is it an unimportant one —for when God had consecrated 
_ the male first-born to His service, this redemption money was paid to the 

priests as an equivalent for the child redeemed, and served alike as a means 
of ‘support for the priest, and as a means of reminding the parent of the 
necessity of bringing up his child in the study of the law of God, that he 
might be worthy of having been the chosen of the Lord 


Exposition of the portions read on P\Yp Aw 
On the first day of the festival of. Pentecost, which is held in commemora- 
tion of the giving of the ten commandments by God from Sinai; we read a 
portion from the section J*)P\ containing the ten commandments, com- 
mencing at the 2nd verse of the 19th chapter of Exodus, and finishing the 
20th chapter. 
On the! second day we sand a portion from *}NR%, the same that is read 
on the eighth day of Passove’. On this latter it will be unnecessary to com- 
ment as we have so recently done so, nor shall we say much on the ten 
commandments, as we are expounding them in another place. It is some- 
thing in favor of Judaism that both Catholics and Protestants have borrowed 
from us these sublime institutions and moral regulations which our ancestors 
received from Sinai; they form the basis of all religious and civil codes 
throughout the civilized world, and are unequalled in the theology of any 
nation for simplicity and majesty combined with beauty and completeness of 
design. There is no fundamental principle of faith that is not contained in 
these commands, and the proper observance of them all constitutes the first 
duty of every man with any pretensions to religion. Although they are ten 
in number, still they are so uniform in their bearings that the neglect of one 
constitutes by implication the neglect ofall. They have been divided into 
five parts, viz., the first has been coupled with the sixth, the second with the 


seventh, and so on, but the development of this subject would lead us 
beyond our present limits, 


The book of Ruth is read on FYYPIAYW, it is one of the only works left 
us by the ancients, which gives us a true notion of the loftiness of the female 
character when its nobler energies ars called into play, Whata picture of 
tenderness, devotion and truth isthe Moabite Ruth, how closely does she 
cling to her bereaved mother-in-law, and how beautifully does her conduct 
contrast itself with that of Orpah; she has no selfishness in her composition, 
all is pure love for another, and the reward she afterwards receives in her 
marriage with Boaz is one we feel she deserves. We never remember to 
have read any book the language of which was more appropriate to the sub- 
ject than is that of Ruth—there is no redundancy of epithet, no circumlocution, 

all is simple, plaintive and truthful, and we feel more interested by its sim- 
plicity than we could possibly be by the most passionate description ;—this, 
however, arises, perhaps, from the contemplation ofthe character of woman 
into which this poem (for as such we look upon it) leads us. Woman is a 
beautiful study when we ‘regard her in her proper sphere—when she is 
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unspviled by communion with the world. Such acreature was Ruth—in 
her there was no deceit, no self-love—she needed no motives to induce her 
to remain as a solace to the widowed Naomi, love was the foundation on 
which her fidelity was based, and the strength of the superstructure is a 
warrant for the depth of the foundation. We recommend the perusal of this 
work to our readers of both sexes, not merely because it forms a part of the 
liturgy for the festival, for the time devoted to it in synagogue is barely suffi- 
cient to admit of its being understood, much less appreciated—but because 
we are ‘certain that a great moral lesson may be learned from it. Children 
may see to what extent filial duty can be carried without infringing on any 
precept of the Almighty’s—they may perceive from the conduct of Ruth that 
the welfare of their parents should be their first earthly consideration, and — 
the knowledge they thus acquire may make them better and more dutiful 
children. Women, especially, may derive great benefit from a study of the 
character of the fair Moabitess—they may learn that their brightest attributes 
are self-forgetfulness and devotedness of heart (so long as these are con- 
sistent with virtue) that though beauty has its attractions, virtue has its 
worshippers, and that while the former may render them pleasing objects to 
the eye, the latter cannot fail to shrine them in the hearts of all around them. 


JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL. 


A meeting of the subscribers to this institution took place at the school on 
Sunday last. Mr. F. i. Goldsmid was in the chair; among the gentlemen 
present, we noticed Messrs. F. D. Goldsmid, L. Salomons, L. Miers, 
A. Guedalla, [. Simons, S. Samuel, and W. Josephs. Tle president after 
opening the proceedings of the day, requested the honorary secretary Mr, W. 
Josephs to read the minutes of the last general meeting, and the laws (forty 
six in number) since made by the committee. that they might be submitted to 
the subscribers for confirmation. On law 3rd, which entitles a life governor 
to the same number of votes as an annual donor uf one guinea; along conver- 
sation ensued relative to the number of trustees, it was ultimately settled that 
they should be limited to three, but, t!:at one should have the power of act- 
ing in conjunction with the president. Mr. J. A. Franklin proposed that in 
future, all documents and nominating lists intended to be submitted to a 
general meeting, should lie for the inspection of the subscribers, at least seven 
days preceeding such meeting. Mr.W. Josephs fully concurred in the motion, 
and therefore felt great pleasure in seconding it. Mr, S.Cohen never heard of 
so unprecedented a proposition which was contrary to the customs in use at 
the various Jewish institutions, he should op pose it. 

‘The president concurred in the view taken by Mr. Franklin: and on the 
resolution being put it was carried by a large majority. 

After the reading of law 39, which enacts that on a vacancy occurting in 
the situation ofa paid officer, notice of such vacancy shall, by permission of 
the wardens, be given within fourteen days, in the metropolitan synagogues. 

Mr. I. Simons rose and said he considered it necessary that the names of 


the metropolitan synagogues should be specified ; it appeared to jhim that 
“some gentlemen had come to the meeting with the sole atin of disturbing the 
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proceedings, and prejudicing the cause of the charity; he should persist in 
requiring the synagogues should be named. 

Mr. J. A. Franklin should move the adjournment of ae meeting if more 
decorum were not observed. 

Mr. Sampson Samuel followed on the same side; he was anxious to pro- 
mote the welfare of the Infant School, in the foundation of which he had 
exerted himself from a conviction of the beneficial results likely to arise from 
such an institution ; but if the meetings were to become the arena for re- 
ligious controversies he should certainly be the first to attemptto cut down 
that which he had taken so much pains to rear: he was aware that many 
excellent friends of the institutiou had staid from the meeting from an un- 
willingness to take part in a religious discussion. 

Mr. D. W. Marks 1ecommended the withdrawal of law 39—and suggested 
instead that notice should be sent to all subscribers; these propositions were 
agreed to, and the remaining laws were confirmed without discussion. 

Mr. W. Josenhs proposed, and Mr. 1. Simons seconded a resolution to 
the effect that the tl/anks of this meeting are due to the president for his im- 
partiality and mildness of temper. 

Mr. Goldsmid returned thanks and the meeting separated. 


ON THE JEWISH CHARACTER AS REPRESENTED IN THE 
OLD AND MODERN DRAMA. 


No. 1.—SHyYLock CONTINUED FROM THF FIRST SERIES. 
“* The Jew that Shakspeare drew.” 


This anticipation is neither fair to the poet nor tothe actor, and no cha- 
racter has so much suffered from it as has this: our prejudice prepares us to 
behold a man thirsting for blood, and who cares not by what means he may 
feed his evil desires, we view his every action with suspicion, and that which 
in another would be esteemed virtuous, is in him only regarded as the 
plottings of his designing mind—yet *hylock has his virtues—he is not a 
courtier to vice for its own sake merely, his faults are not so much belonging 
to the man as to the time in which he lived, and the condition in which he 
was placed, from the oppression and bigotry surrounding him; for him ex- 
isted no toleration, the smiles bestowed on him were those of contempt only, 
insolence and insult were daily thrust upon him—not becuse he was a 
degree worse than his fellows, but becanse he was a Jew ; compelled, there- 
fore, to associate only with those who were treated as he was, and whose 
natural tone of converse would be the injustice of their oppressors ~ we cannot 
wonder that he returned hate for hate, and that forced to smother the feelings 
of scorn he entertained for his persecutors ; those feclings when they received 
vent burst forth in a degree of violence not likely to be checked. In viewing 
this character the position we would wish to assume is that Shakspeare in- 
tended to depict the social condition of the Jew of that period, and to 
represent aman whose inind was warped by a long series of indignities, and 
_ whose evils arise from the pursuit of what he considered asa fair and legiti- 
mate mode of retaliation —in short, tat Shakspeare did not intend Shylock 

to be thought so much a monster as a man. To prove this only a careful 
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perusal of the play is necessary—we shall then find that whenever Shylock 
acts or gives utterance to aught calculated to excite an unfavourable im- 
pression against him, he either defends his conduct with such reasonings as 
make us acknowledge there is some “method in his madness", (as witness 
his defence of his usury—his recital of the wrongs with which he has been 
treated —his justification of his demand for revenge, &c.) or some occurrence 
has taken place, as in the robbery of ns daughter and his wealth, which 
tempts him to confess that if he errs others have erred teo, and that by a 
man of Shylock’s temperament much that we regard as crime never was con- 
sidered but as justice ; now had the poet only intemded to have represented 
him without a redeeming quality he would not have introduced any mattet 
that could with justice be regarded as palliatory of his conduct; thus Jessica 
is only introduced as though it were for the purpose of rendering Shylock’s 
home desolate and unhappy ;—with the main purpose of the play it would 
appear that she has nothing to do—why then is she introduced? For the 
purpose we should say of exciting a sympathy for Shylock, for it is a cirs 
cumstance that we believe has escaped the notice ofall the reviewers of this 
play, that her elopement takes place prior to the demand of her father for 
the fulfilment of his bond—that up to this time he has exhibited no feelings 
of joy or gratification at the prospectof having Antonio in his power; how 


much, then, of his subsequent conduct may not arise from this occurrence; — 


his mind, already excited by previous wrongs, needed only this to pass 
beyond all limits of endurance; injured by Antonio—robbed by his friends, 
bantered and mocked for his misfortunes by their acquaintance, (see his in- 
terview with Salanio and Salarino,* Act 3, Scene 1) why should we be 
surprised at his pressing to the utmost the first man chance places within his 
power. This is not unnatural—nay, itis rather” mark of human nature— 
for let us observe those men that have been wronged, or that have fancied 
themselves so, and have had opportunities of revenge or retaliation (of course 
tere! are exceptions, nature does sometimes indulge in freaks not in ac- 
cordance to her usual practice) and no matter what their creed may be, let 
us ask ourselves how many of these have not, ere they had been satisfied, 
become to the fullest extent within their power-~Shylocks. 
To be continued, 


A DISCOURSE ON THE ‘HISTORY AND MORALITY OF THE 
JEWISH FAITH. 
Continued, from page 122, 


I have instanced these from many similar passages in holy writ, to shew 


you, how, in various times of our ancient institutions, this virtue was sought 
after and esteemed. That it was considered necessary for the establishment 
of the world, rests not on mere supposition ; our senses convince us, that the 
promises made at the period of the creation, and subsequently to Noah, have 
never failed in their fulfilment; “seed time ‘and harvest, and cold, and heat, 
and summer, and winter, and day, and night, have not ceased,” for He said 
apd it was done, He commanded, and it was established. 

To ascribe perfection to Him who is all perfection, is an idle task ; yet, as 
we are well taught by a learned writer, when wesay of God, He lives, it is 
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merely to express the negative assertion, that in Him is no death; so, when, 
we affix a quality to the Supreme, it is as if we asserted, that the opposite of 
that quality is impossible to be combined in His nature. Of all the attributes 
that are most ascribed to the Almighty Ruler, none is more common than 
that of truth. I need not multiply quotations to prove this, as Himself has 
proclaimed “He is abundant in mercy and in truth !” 

If then this virtue is considered most pleasing to God, is it not an incumbent 
duty on that being, who is said to be created in His likeness, to endeavor by 
the exercise of this quality to retain his godlike semblance. The first order of 
the world being established on this basis, it becomes the duty of man, the 
world’s tenant, to preserve it in its original constitution, and as one deviation 
~ in the world’s luminaries would produce disorder and alarm, so should a de- 

viation in man’s conduct be to him a thought to be dreaded and avoided. 

When we consider how necessary is this virtue in all stages ef society, we 
cannot but admire that it should be.so deeply implanted in our nature; 
establishing harmony,—without it, all would Le confusion and discord, con- 
fidence would cease between man and man, and all would be suspicion and 
mistrust ; social government must end, for not daring to rely on theassertions 
of his immediate advisers: what ruler could act with judgment for the benefit 
of his subjects. Shouid the father not meet with truth in his offspring, or, the 
children in the parent, mutual doubt must usurp the place of confidence 
and affection ; advice cculd no longer be given in purity, or listened to with 
obedience—the links of love are broken, because a discovered falsehood must | 
create disrespect towards the party uttering it, and where there is no respect 
there can be no love, Thus, the ties which should be of the longest duration, 
are in a moment severed, never to be reunited—kindred become strangers, 
brethren, aliens Thus, aleo, in married life. the strictest integrity is enjoin- 
ed, for when once falsehood awakens mistrust, its chilling touch will freeze the 
currents of the warmest affection, and consequently produce disunion and 
contention. 


We hereby observe that in all stages of society, truth is the necessary bond 
for the preserving of orderand sound regulation. — | 

Our moralists have spoken largely on the beauties of this virtue, it has ever 
had their special recommendation—its exercise attaches man the more to 
himself, for becoming as it were a link between him and his God, he feels 
exalted by its practice, it binds him in the goodwill of his neighbours 
citing confidence and ensuring him a lasting esteem. | 

When David remarks, “1 have purposed that my lips should not 
transgress;" he points out to us the ideas of one to whom falsehood ig ever 
abhorrent, How happy are the reflections of that individual, when, not only 
each werd, but, each thought is unstained. Guided by pure light, his 
looks bespeak the serenity of his heart; each act of his existence influenced 
by this feeling, becomes a source of present content and joyous afterthought ; 
he enjoys life with satisfaction, and he shrinks not at the approach of death. 

The word faithfulness is well defined, as being used to express the per- 
fect accordance between the outward reality, the inward thought, and the 
utterance of the lips, and our moralists have ever laboured’ to impress this 
principle. How then shall we reconcile ourselves to the advice of those, who 


, by ex- 
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in their counsels, wish us at times to deviate from, or to suppress the truth, 
when it would lead to the injury of ourselves or of others, saying, that the 
good we should thereby do, would more than counterbalance the slight trespass. 
Far from us be this idea, be assured, that the approval of the conscience is 
more to be cherished, than censure or punishment is to be dreaded ; and that 
the escape we might owe to our falsehood, would of itself be a punishment in 
our hours of silent meditation. As there is no virtue more beautiful than 
truth, so is there no vice more alluring than falsehood, and particularly so to 
youth. They at first utter to their companions an untruth, intending not to 
harm, merely to see what a merry jest meant, but, to deceive in sport. 
Laughed at for their ingenuity by the thoughtless, the invention is again ex- 
cited to entrap the unwary; or, when committing some trifling fault, how 
often have we seen the youth even then unconscious of the guilt he is incurring, 
endeavour to screen himself by a continued series of untruths. Happy for 
him if his falsehoods be discovered: happy for him if the reproof or correc- 
tion of his friends warn him in time of the gulph he is approaching. Wee! 
woe! to him if undiscovered, he escapes with impunity, and his words are 
credited. An easy opening is then made for guilt, and he increases in sin as 
his years increase. With an invention ever ready, falsehood becomes 
habitual, and being thus accustomed to vice, he ventures on sins of other 
natures, trusting to his usual means of avoiding detection. Butitis difficult 
long to support a character that has not truth for its basis; for a time he may 
prosper, though even in prosperity he can neverenjey rest. At length suspi- 
cion is excited, and detection holds him up to the scorn and detestation of 
man, ag he is already doomed to the anger of heaven. 


Hew sad must be the state of that man on whom falsehood has once set 
its mark ; society shuns him—his neighbours forsake him—his friends mis- 
trust—his very children in heart despise him. On the contrary, the man of 
integrity is admired by his friends—beloved by his family—respected even 
by his eneviies. “ Truth has all the advantages of falsehood and many more,” 
who then would hesitate in the selection. 


If it be of importance to us to seem good, surely to be good is better; dis- 
simulation may gain us the esteem of the few—sincerity must secure the 
approbation of the many. To dissemble requires a constant effort—to be 
sincere ensures an endless content. 


Asis very justly observed in the Srecraror, truth is always consistent 
with itself, and needs nothing to aid it—whereas a lie is ever troublesome; 
we are constantly in terror of detection. . Truth is beautiful—falsehood is 
hidious ; truth is sincere and open—falsehood is hollow and unsubstantial ; 
with truth for our guide we may walk unharmed through the mazes of the 
world----with falsehood for our companion we fear to look up to the 
Omnipotent. 


It is my wish to be brief, and [ shall, therefcre, merely instance one of 
our guiding precepts wherein it is said “ Ye shall not steal, neither shall ye 
deal falsely, nor lie one to another ; and ye shall not swear by my name 
falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God---I am the Lord.” 


Te be continued. 
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JEWISH PRESS. 


We give the following note at the suggestion of some friends, as the best 
warrant for our publishing our English editor’s letter to Mr. Franklin in our 
last; from this it will be seen that a private conversation had already been 
made public, and a private letter likewise—so, at least, as far as it suited 
the convenience or purposes of the editor of the “ Voice of Jacob”; there 
can, therefore, be no breach of confidence on our part, in which we are not 
warranted by that gentleman’s proceeding :— 


3, Castle Street, 


Thursday Afternoon. 
Str, 


In acknowledging the receipt of your note, I presume” there 


can be no objection to my laying it before othere to whom my impressione of 


last evening's interview have been conveyed. 
Your note betrays some misconception of my objects, which I should 
remove, were it not for the intentions of Mr. Vallentine, as communicated 


by you, which intentions, as either affecting his interests or your own, I 
have no desire to interfere with. 


I an, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


J. A. FRANKLIN. 
Mr. ANGEL. 


JEWS' ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


The anniversary dinner of this excellent institution (the particulars of the | 


foundation of which we gave in an early number of the Jewish Chronicle) 
took place on Thursday the 5th imstant, atthe London Tavern. About two 
hundred gentlemen sat down to a sumptuous entertainment provided by 
Lipman. Among the company were D. Salomons, Esq. Chairman, Messrs. 
L. Lucas, I. Cohen, M. De Rothschild. Dennis Samuel, M. Emanuel, 
Basil Montague, F, H. Goldsmid, Henderson, Blogg, I. B. Heath, S, Sa- 
muel, S. M. Samuel, H. H- De Castro, I. Sammell, H. H. Cohen, Sir G. 
Staunton, mM. P. Hon. Col. Fox, um. p. Mr. Bing, m. pe. Sir G, Robinson, 


Sir 1, L. Goldsmid &c, When grace had been said by the Rev. A. Barnett 
and the cloth had been removed 


The chairman rose and said I feel it due to myself to state the circum- . 


stances under wl.ich I preside here this evening; Lord John Russell bad 


promised to take the chair, but owing to a domestic calamity of which the 


newspapers have informed you, he has. been prevented from doing sb, I trust, 
however, that advantageous as it would have been to have had so talented 
a nobleman to preside over this meeting, the cause of this institution will 


not be allowed to suffer from his absence, For myself [ have to claim {your — 


indulgence for my inability to supply his place, and without further preface 
shali give as the first toast---“* The Queen” 


Sone God ‘save the‘ Queen.’ ’ 
The Chairman rose and said the next toast to which | have to claim your 
attention is one to which I am sure every well wisher of the charity will core 
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dially respond--~-I call on you to drink to the health of an illustrious lady 
who has enrolled herself a patroness of the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, whose 
virtues endear her to the hearts of all true Englishmen—whose charity is un- 
bounded—and whom I hope soon to see restored to perfect health, that slie 
may be enabled to visit the institutions to which her liberality is so 
beneficial. I give you “ The health of the Queen Dowager.” 


Giar—*“ Health to Queen Adelaide.” 

The Chairman next proposed the “ Health of H, R. H. Prince Albert, and 
Their R, H. the Prince of Wales and Princess Royal. 

Sono —“ Bless the Queen of England.” (Mr. Hosss) 

The next toast was the “‘ Health of the Duke of Sussex, the Duke of 


Cambridge, the Duchess of Kent, and the Royal Family.” 
Gise—* Hail Star of Brunswick.” . 


The Chairman rose and ‘said I have now to propose the health of those 
gallant defenders of our country’s liberty ~“ The Army and Navy ” 


Hon; Col. Fox in replying to this toast said he felt particularly flattered 


by the manner in which “The Army and Navy” had been received. He — 


possessed peculiar advantages over many officers, for in the early part of bis 
career he had been in the navy, and was, therefore, qualified to return thanks 
for both branches of the service. He congratulated the company on the news 
that day received from India—not that he rejoiced in bloodshed, but because 


he felt proud that the enemies of this country should not be enabled to tri- 


umph over her tarnished arms; they had lately suffered a severe reverse, but 
the energies of Britain were not yet exhausted. He wished every success to 
the institution, and was grateful for the kind remarks of the Chairman. 


At this period of the evening, the twenty-one children at present inmates 
of the Orphan Asylum, entered the room, conducted by the Committee, and 
attended by their Instructors. Having walked round the room, gratifying 
every one by their healthy and neat appearance ; they halted at the side of the 

chair, and a little girl aged eleven, recited an appropriate ode composed for 
the occasion by Sampson Samuel, Esq. The feeling manner in which the lines 
were uttered, drew tears from many present—the sight was at this moment 
peculiarly interesting; at the conclusion of the ode, the Chairman rose and 
said, Gentlemen I feel relieved from a load of responsibility, for I feared my 
ability to bring the objects of this charity before the public in a manner suffi- 
ciently impressive,—but, after the address you have just heard, there is little 
left for me to say, I cannot enhance the value of that pathetic appeal—it was 
the true eloguence of mature. That orphan child has spoken volumes to your 
hearts ;--deprived by the hand of death of her parents, she was thrown on your 
protection—you did not withold it, and your child, for yours she has become, 
has lisped in heart-rending tones her fervent gratitude. Gentlemen, the pride 
of this country are her charitable institutions, receiving no aid from govern- 
ment they give individuals an opportunity of exercising their philanthrepy— 
but no institution has such claims on the public as one for the protection of 
Orphans, I call on you, thérefore, to reply to the appeal you have just heard, 
te support this charity and to unite with me in drinking “Success and pros- 


perity te the Jews’ Orphar Asylum. The children here left the room in the 
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same order in which they had entered. 


The Chairman then gave the health of the noble individual who had intend- 
ed to preside in his place, Lord John Russell; commenting in strong terms on 
his strenuous advocacy of religious liberty. The following toast was “The 
Lord Mayor and Corporation,’ in proposing the health of “ Sir John Pirie” 
the Chairman said he could not allow that opportunity to pass without doing 
justice to the high integrity, sterling character and philanthropic exertions of 
that distinguished man, who fiom a humble station had by his talents and 
industry, raised himself to his present lofty position, 

Mr, D. Wire in returning thanks on behalf of the Lord Mayor and Corpo- 
ration, bore testimony to the justice of the eulogium the Chairman had passed 
on Sir John Pirie, whose benevolence entitled him to the love of all man- 
kind, as his integrity did to that of every merchant of London. He (Mr.Wire) 
continue’, I differ in some things from the Corporation, but in the sacred 
cause of charity, all men are brothers; each individual clings to the principles 
in which he has been educated, and is attached to the faith in which he has 
been trained,—in religion, therefore, men are as distinct as the billows, but, 
in love aud charity they are one, asthe sea, Although, as I remarked before 
1 am on some points opposed to the Corporation, stili I cannot avoid reflect- 
ing that they have been the bulwark of our liberty, that they have won our 
freedom, and secured our pioperty. that, through their exertions, London has 
become ihe emporium of commerce, the home of the slave, the teacher of 
nations and the promoter of universal love, universal happiness, and universal 
peace. When | look at that banner, I feel it appeals to our best sympathies, 
for it calls on us to support the Orphans of our elder brothers in the faith, those 
to whom the holy law was delivered, for whem miracles were wrought; it is an 
appeal that must be answere.| —the Jews must be supported, for on their pros- 
perity and return to their own land depends the happines of the world. 

Mr. Dias, the honorary secretary to the institution, here announced tle 
donations and subscriptions, which we are happy to state amounted to the 
unusually large sum of £828. Among the names of the donurs were Her 
Majesty the Queen Dowager, Lord John Russell, Sir J. Pirie, D. Salomons, 
L Jacobs, J. Defries, J. Lyon, B. B. Cabbell, H. Dyte, I. B. Heath, 
S, M. Samuel, D, Samuel and Barker, Esqs., Madam De Rothschild, and 
Messrs. Smith, Payne, & Co., and De Rothschild ten gu néas each ; 
A. W. Roberts, M. Emanuel, A. G. Robarts, M. Jonson, I. Emanuel, 
J. Joseph, D. Moses. I Lyon, D, Wire, i. Sammell, J. Lamert, G. Byng, 
E. E. Micholls and S. Samuel Esqs.; Mrs De Castro, Hon Col. Fox, Sirs 
I, L. Goldsmid, G. Staut M. Montetiore and Lady Montefiore five 
guineas each. 

Sonc— Meeting of tne (Mr liobts) 


L. Jacobs, Esq. proposed the health of the Chairman, who returned 


thanks and gave the health of Sir. G. Staunton, Hon. Col. Fox, and the 


other visitors who had honorea them by attending and benefitted the charity 
by their liberality. Sir G. Staunton felt flattered by the kind remarks of the 
Chairman, was happy to lave had an opportunity of meeting so many of the 
Jewish persuasion, he had always voted in favor of emancipation, and always 
should—considering the laws wae Oppose it a disgrace to the statute book. 
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Mr.Adams (son of the celebrated musician, and himselfno mean proficient) 
played the overture to Guillaume Tell in brilliant style, 

The following toasts were then given;—* The President and Honorary Offi- 
cers” (L. Jacobs, Esq. President, returned thanks) I, B. Heath, Esq. and 
the Stewards elect (Mr. Heatn replied) ‘‘ S. Samuel, Esq. and the Stewards” 
(Mr. Samuel returned thanks); and the Chairman, after thanking the com- 
pany for their support, retired at half-past ten. 

L. Jacobs Esq. was then called on to preside. He could not allow the 
evening to pass without drinking, to the health of a family who stood pre- 
eminent among the Jews for charity. He had much pleasure in mentioning 
the name of Rothschild. 

This last toast having been enthusiastically received the President gave 
‘ The health of J. Dias, Esq.Hon. Sec.” to whose exertions so much was owing. 

Mr, Dias replied—he was grateful for the honor, and although he could 
but,allow his duties had been onerous, stil] he was satisfied at the result of 
hia endeavours, and was amply repaid by the thanks of his friends, 

Messrs. Hobbs, C. Taylor, Francis, Atkins and Howe were the vocalists 
in attendance. A band of the Coldstreams also enlivened the evening. The 
music was under the direction of Mr. Moss, 

The company separated at about eleven o'clock, apparently much delight- 
ed with their evening’s entertainment. For ourselves we feel we should be 
wanting in our duty, did we not express our thanks to the stewards tor their. 
care and attention to the comfort of the company. 


THE LAW OF GOD AND MOSES. 
A JEWISH FICTION FROM THE GERMAN. ’ 

Satan having learned that God had given to the earth a law, which con- 
tained all the wisdom of heaven, and was to destroy the worship of Satan ; 
speedily ran to the earth, and asked “ earth, where hast thou the law that God 
has given thee?” ‘The earth replied ‘‘the Lord knoweth the ways of His 
wisdom, not I.” then addressed he ‘the sea,and the depth ; but the depth and 
the sea, said ‘It is notin us!” He then went to the realm of the damned, 
but they answered “ from afar only we have heard the report thereof.” 

After having traversed the whole world and enquired ef all the nations that 
served him, he came to the Arabian desert, and there discoveic.) aman with a 
sparkling countenance, Moses. With his usual hypocrisy he advanced 
towards him, attired like-an angel of light, and expressed a wish to become 
his disciple, “man of God” said he, “who art possessed of the wsdom of 
the Lord, of all the knowledge of heaven, and keepest the mysteries of nature 
concealed in thy law.’ 

‘Silence !” interrupted Moses, with a look, which immediately transformet 
him into his original shape ‘silence! it is the law of God, not mine; with Him 
are wisdom and knowledge, counsel and power; as for man the fear of the 
Lord and the shunning of evil is his wisdom’ Satan retired covered with shame 
and the angels of the Lord appeared to the noble, meek Moses. They 
taught him and he instructed them. The Lord of the law became his guardian 
_ spirit, and spake from the cloud; “ keep the law cf Moses,*my servant, since 
he humbled himself and exalted me, I have given itty him as his property.” 
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Saturday, Sth JS8O) May 14, Portion of the law to be read § 

Numbers. chap. 1, | 1, Hapntorotu, Hosea chap, 2. PA 
Sabbath goes out 25-minutes after 8. 


Sunday. .Sivan, 6th. May 15, portion of Law to be read 
xodus c. 19, v. Haph. Ez. c, l. 


Monday ......7th,....16, portion of law Deut, c. 15 1 
Haph, Hubbukuk 2. 

Tuesday ......8th,....17, 

Wednesday. ...9th ....18, 

Thursday ....10th ....19, 

Friday ......11th ....20, 


CORRESPONDENTS, 
Press of matter compels us to perpen the continuation of the Social Duties, 
is 


and reflections of the Jewish Character of the Prama, till a future number 
T. M. R’s letter shall be attended to. . 


The article on Reformation and Revolution is inadmissible. 


We cannot accept reviews of werks from strangers, as we always judge fos 
ourselves. 


P's excellent remarks on the rise and progress of Jewish Learning, shall receive 
our best consideration. We are anxiously awaiting his promised article. 


APVERTISEMENTS © 


HEBREW AND ENGLISH SEMINARY, Fore Hamlet. Saint Clements, Ipswich. 

Mr, Harris Isaacs begs to announce to his Patrons and Friends, that unforseen events has 
compelled him to abandon his intention of ; roceeding to the holy land, in consequence of which, 
he has taken the above healthful and commodious premises for the purpose of resuming his 

~ Schoo) for a limited number of Pupils whom he will be glad to receive, and assures the Parents 
of such Children who may be confided to his care, that his test and most anxious efforts wil] be 
urged to forward their Improvemert; direct their minds to Religion and Morality; together, 
with the most sedulous regard end attention to their health and general comfort, which may be 
ascertained on ap) lication to his former Patrons. 
Terms :—Board, Hebrew & English Tuition from 6 to, 8 years old, Washing included, £22 Os. 
from 8 to 10 yeurs of age, £24 0s. Kaeh Pupil to bring aix towels Prior to the removai of a 


Pupil a Quarters notice, or a Quarter’s pay is expected. Vacatiog only during the Passover 
holidays. Accounts to be settled quarterly. 


momD nn 


NSTITUTION for the RELIEF of the INDIGENT BLIND of the Jewish Persuasion, The 

Committee of management of the above Institution, cive Notice that am Election for Two 
Pensioners, will fake place on Sunday, 22nd instant, at 1 o'clock precisely, at their Committ ce 
Room, 7. Castle Street, Houndsditch, By Order. 


23, Great Prescott Street. | 


| 


WANTED BY A YOUNG LADY, a pative of Paris. a situation as Gov erness, to instruct 


Ghildren from six to twelve years of age in French and Ornamental Needle Work, For 
particulars apply to the Rev, Mr. Meldola, Bevis Marks. . 


ME: D, ASHER, having returned from Birmingham, respectfully beg to inform his Friends 
and the Jewish Public in general, that he intends giving Instruction in the Hebrew and 
Ge.man languages to private Pupils, cither at their, or. at his own residence. Testimonials 


may be seen and further particulars obtained, ut 15 Leicester Place, Leicester Square, from 8 
"till 12 every Morning. 


= 


jJEWs’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, forthe Support of the Aged. and for the Education and 
Employment of Youth, The Anniversary Dinner of thislnstitutlon (at which H. R. H. THE 

DUKE OF SUSSEX, has graciously signified his intention of presiding) is unavoidably post- 

poned from Wednesday the Sth of June, to Monday the 13th,, S. SOLOMUN, 
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